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February 27, 2004 



PETITION TO WITHDRAW HOLDING OF ABANDONMENT 



Sir: 



On January 5, 2004, Applicants received a Notice of Abandonment in the above- 
identified application, which indicated that the application was abandoned "because of 
Applicants failure to respond to the Office tetter, mailed on 23 July 2003**. 



Applicants hereby petition the Commissioner to exercise his authority and revive this 



application in view of the following facts: 

On December 18, 2003, Applicants submitted the following papers to the Patent 
Office via facsimile to (703) 872-9306: 

(1) . Amendment under 37 CFR ' 1.111 

(2) Petition for a three month extension of time. 

(3) FAX COVER SHEET. 

These papers were acknowledged as having been received on December 18, 2003 
at 12:07:05 PM (Eastern Standard Time), by the Patent Office's "Auto-Reply Facsimiie 
Transmission". As proof of this fact, a copy of the 'Auto-Repiy Facsimile Transmission" Is 
enclosed herewith. In addition, both the Amendment and the Petition for Extension of time 
included certificates of facsonite transmission. The "Auto-Reply Facsimile" and the 
certificates of facsimile transmission" constitute prima facie evidence that the items listed 
were received in ttie Patent Office on the date acknowledged by the "Auto-Reply Facsimile 
Transmission" and indk^ated in the certifk:ates of facsimile transmissk>n (see MPEP 
502.01). 

In case these papers have been inadvertently lost within the Patent office, 
^plicants enclose copies of the FAX COVER SHEET, the Amendment under 37 CFR ' 
1.111, the Petition for a three month extensbn of time, and the "Auto-Reply Facsimiie 
Transmissron" to complete the official file. The undersigned hereby certifies that the 



copies submitted are true copies of these papers as they were originally filed (or, in the 
case of the 'Auto-Reply Facsimile Transmission", as received). 

The Commissioner should note that papers (1) and (2) each contain duty executed 
certificates of facsimile transmission, indicating that they were^ faxed to the Commissioner 
for Patents on Oecemt)er 18, 2003. This filing Is timely since, taking into account the 
extension of time, the due date was December 23, 2003. 

In short, Applicants submit that the Rule 1 1 1 Amendment was, In fact, timely filed 
by Applicants and that, therefore, the application should not have been held abandoned. 

Applicants request, therefore, that the Commissioner exercise his authority and 
correct the record to show that this application is pending and has not been abandoned. 
Specifically, it is respectfully requested that the Notice of Abandonment be withdrawn and 
the application returned to active status. 

Applicants do not belike that a fee is required for this petition. However, should the 
Commissioner detennine that any fee is, in fact. due. he is hereby authorized to charge the 
fee due to Deposit Account No. 14-1263. 



Early and favorable action is earnestly soiidted. 



Respectfully submitted 
NORRIS. McLAUGHLUl^ & MARCUS 




^UGHLUl^ & MARCl 



William C. Gerstenzang 
Reg. No. 27.522 

WCGrtmo 
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